
NOTES FROM THE FEBRUARY 8, 2022 SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMISSION MEETING 
 

In attendance:  Peter B, Jonathan G, Elizabeth, Frank C, Barbara, Gina, Karen, Fern, Frank 

O’Hara 

 

1.  The Faith We Live.  Elizabeth, Peter, Gina, Barbara are prepared. About 15 signed 

up at this point for February 16 event. Karen hopes that youth group will be able to 

contribute to future sessions this spring -- maybe an activity around Life and Dignity of 

the Human Person session in April.  Barbara, Peter, and Jonathan volunteered to help 

in future planning. 

 

2.  Prison reform coffee and cookies session.  Frank O ready.  About 20 signed up for 

February 9 event.  Jonathan indicated a strong interest in participating in prison 

ministry. 

 

3.  Synod response.  Gina reported that there was a good discussion of synod issues 

with parish members on Monday. She will share report with the group when it is done. 

 

4. Lenten program.  Jonathan suggested the group take part in a weekly Bible study 

on Catholic social teaching sponsored by Catholic Charities of Southern 

Minnesota.  Gina said that the parish was participating in a program called Restore for 

Lent.  30 have signed up for weekly sessions, and 50 copies of the book have been 

ordered (see https://catholic-link.org/lent-catholic-bible-study-restore/ 

for more information).  Anyone interested in participating can contact Gina to get a 

book.  The decision of the group was to revisit the Minnesota program next fall, when 

people will have more time. 

 

5.  Kennebec Valley Organization.  Frank O' explained that the $30,000 remaining 

from the CCHD grant to KVO would not be given entirely to Bridging the Gap, as the 

KVO planning group recommended, but would be split three ways -- $10,000 to 

Bridging the Gap, $10,000 to Catholic Charities Maine, and $10,000 to our Social Justice 

Committee --- all to be used for advocacy purposes. Gina explained that she and Father 

John thought this would be closer to the purpose of the grant, which is advocacy, not 

social services.  Some in the group felt that the money for our group might be used to 

support the new CRS advocacy effort being started (see next point). 

 

6.  CRS advocacy.  Frank O’, Elizabeth, and Jonathan discussed the upcoming call on 

February 15 to start a CRS support group in Maine.  Sister Patricia Mooney, Thomas 

Keith, and Louise and Paul (?) from Lewiston, were among potential volunteers 

mentioned. 

 

https://catholic-link.org/lent-catholic-bible-study-restore/
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7. Catholic Social Ministry conference.  Elizabeth reported that the group had 

excellent discussions with Senators King and Collins.  Frank O' whined about not being 

able to get hooked in.  Others also shared observations, good and bad. 

 

8.  Angel Food Supper. Frank C reported that the January dinner was cancelled due to 

bad weather. Next dinner will be April 30; cooks are lined up, volunteers yet to be 

assigned. 

 

9.  Next meeting:  Tuesday, March 8, 7 pm. 

 

Your Honorable Note-taker, 

Frank O' 

207-592-1788 
 


